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the middle classes who were friendly to the one agitation
were apprehensive of the other. The middle classes would
have resisted In 1780 the tyranny Pitt created in 1794; but
in the panic which followed the outrages of the French
Revolution there danced before their terrified vision the
phantom of a class that they regarded as an upstart in politics
organising on a great scale an outbreak like the Gordon
Riots. The support the middle classes gave to the Govern-
ment is no justification of its tyranny, and no confirmation
of its attempt to prove that the agitations were seditious, in
any other sense than that In which all movements of reform
are described by their opponents in that summary phrase.
It would be truer to say that that support Is Itself a charge
against the Government, for it was the result of a concerted
and deliberate attempt to inspire the country with an un-
reasoning terror in the interests not of the constitution, but
of the classes that trembled for obnoxious and threatened
prerogatives. Nothing could be more congenial to the society
that hated all reform than a general atmosphere of confusion
and alarm in which men who had no interest in the injustices
of the existing system mistook all criticism and discontent
for the savagery of the sansculottes. Dundas was honest
enough to admit that he thought it a pity that all the
apparatus of coercion had not been In existence and in use
In 1780, a genial suggestion for Pitt who might In that case
have found himself In the pillory.
The Government, probably against Pitt's better mind,1
resolved to repress all opposition by force, and to do that
they set themselves Industriously to circulate fictitious stories
of secret rebellion, and to encourage official and unofficial
violence against Innocent and honourable men who allowed
themselves to speculate at all on political questions. They
began with the proclamation in the winter of 1792 calling
upon magistrates to explore the public-houses for scraps of
casual sedition. In the case of the great state trials of
1794 they made an attempt to poison the public mind,
1 Lord Campbell attributes the persecution chiefly to Lord Loughborough.